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Daring & Dynamic

T H I R U V A N A N -
THAPURAM:  VS 
Achuthanandan has left 
the building. A formal an-
nouncement on who will 
be Kerala's new Chief 
Minister was made, but 
the 92-year-old Marxist 
veteran's abrupt depar-
ture from the CPM's office 
in Thiruvananthapuram.

Pinarayi Vijayan, their 
party has decided, will be 
the new chief minister at 
the head of a Left Demo-
cratic Front or LDF gov-
ernment in Kerala.

Vijayan was seen smil-
ing at the party head-
quarters, where top CPM 

leaders Sitaram Yechury 
and Prakash Karat, who 
reached the Kerala capi-
tal this morning, held a 
meeting to decide on the 
next Chief Minister.

Pinyari Vijayan is seen 
to have scored over star 
campaigner and former 
chief minister Achutha-
nanadan primarily be-
cause he is 20 years young-
er at 72. Vijayan also has a 
big majority in the party's 
state committee.  A grass-
roots leader, he is seen 
as a man in sync with 
party dynamics unlike 
Achuthanandan who is a 
mass leader and a brand 

name in Kerala, but has 
also been seen as disrup-
tive. He has been accused 
of frequently breaching 
party discipline. Much of 
Achuthanandan's tenure 
as chief minister between 
2006 and 2011, saw him 
facing off with Vijayan, in 
much embarrassment for 
the party. At one point, to 
cool tempers down, the 
party's national leader-
ship had thrown both of 
them out of the politburo. 
While Vijayan was rein-
stated, Achuthanandan 
only had the status of an 
invitee to the central com-
mittee. The CPM, which 

leads the LDF, did 
not project a face 
for chief minister in 
this year's election, 
maintaining that a 
decision would be 
taken after results 
were announced. 
The LDF has wrest-
ed the state back 
from the Congress-
led UDF, winning 91 
of Kerala's 140 seats.

Oomen Chandy 
of the Congress re-
signed this morning 
as chief minister.

CHENNAI:  AIADMK general secre-
tary and Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa met 
Governor K Rosaiah and formally staked 
claim to form the next government in the 
state. She will be sworn in as chief minis-
ter for a second term at noon on May 23 at 
the Madras University Centenary Audi-
torium in Chennai. An official statement 
issued by the governor's principal secre-
tary said Jayalalithaa met Mr Rosaiah at 
the Raj Bhavan and gave him a copy of 
the resolution passed by the party's newly 
elected legislators electing her as AIAD-
MK legislative party leader.

As Rosaiah invited her to form the next 
government, Jayalalithaa gave him a list 
of 29 legislators who can be appointed as 
ministers in the state Cabinet.

The proposed ministers and 
their portfolios are:

J Jayalalithaa, Chief Minister, (port-
folios of public, IAS, IPS, Indian Forest 
Service, general administration, district 
revenue officers, police and home).

O Panneerselvam, minister for fi-
nance; Dindugal C Srinivasan, minister 
for forests; Edapaddi K Palaniswami, 
minister for public works, 
highways and 
minor ports; 
Sellur K Raju, min-
ister for cooperation 
and labour; P Thangamani, 
minister for electricity, 
prohibition and excise; 
SP Velumani, minister 
for municipal adminis-

tration, rural development and implemen-
tation of special programmes; and D Jaya-
kumar, minister for fisheries. Others are C 
Ve. Shanmugam, minister for law, courts 
and prisons; KP Anbazhagan, minister for 
higher education; V Saroja, minister for 
social welfare; KC Karuppannan, minis-
ter for environment; MC Sampath, minis-
ter for industries; R Kamaraj, minister for 
food, civil supplies and Hindu religions 
and charitable endowments; and OS Ma-
nian, minister for handlooms and textiles. 
The list includes Udumalai Radhakrish-
nan, minister for housing and urban de-
velopment; C Vijaya Baskar, minister for 
health and family welfare; SP Shanmu-
ganathan, minister for milk and dairy 
development; R Duraikannu, minister 
for agriculture and animal husbandry; K 
Kadambur Raju, minister for information 
and publicity; RB Udhayakumar, minister 
for revenue; and KT Rajenthra 
Balaji, minister for rural 
industries.

While Trinamool Congress head 
honcho Mamata Banerjee is all set to 
take over the chief ministerial berth, 
preparations are on full swing to in-
vite some of the top political leaders, 
industrialists and stars from the film 
fraternity to attend the swearing-in cer-
emony Kolkata. Since close to 8,000 to 
10,000 guests are expected to arrive on 
the big day, the event will take place in 
Red Road instead of the usual Raj Bha-
van. Topping the list is Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Congress Presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi. Others include Bi-
har CM Nitish Kumar, Uttar Pradesh 
CM Akhilesh Yadav, Delhi CM 
Arvind Kejriwal, Maharash-
tra CM Deven- dra Fad-
navis and Tamil N a d u ' s 
soon-to-be CM Jayalalithaa.

Former Bi-
har CM and 
RJD chief Lalu 
Prasad and 
son Tejaswi 
Yadav are also 
included on 
the guest list.

GUWAHATI:  BJP leader Sarbananda 
Sonowal will take oath as Assam's new 
chief minister at a function here to be at-
tended also by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and BJP president Amit Shah.

He will be administered the oath of of-
fice and secrecy along with his council of 
ministers, the Bharatiya Janata Party said. 
The BJP has invited all the chief ministers 
of states ruled by the BJP and its allies as 

well as chief ministers of all the northeast-
ern states to the event.

It will be held at the Veterinary College 
ground at Khanapara area here. PM Modi 
is expected to address the meeting.

BJP leader and the party's key strategist 
in Assam, Himanta Biswa Sarma, made the 
announcement after a meeting with most 
newly elected legislators.

The meeting was also attended by se-
nior BJP leaders like Mahendra Singh and 
Ram Madhav.

"On Sunday, we (all elected members of 
BJP) are going to elect Sonowal as the lead-
er of BJP Legislature Party," Mr Sarma said. 
"On Monday, we are going to have a meet-
ing with the elected members of our allies, 
Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) and Bodoland 
People's Front (BPF)," he added.

The BJP and its allies on Thursday dis-
lodged the Congress, which had been in 
power in Assam for 15 years. The BJP won 
60 of the 126 assembly seats. The AGP and 
BPF secured 14 and 12 seats respectively, 
taking their total strength to 86.

Modi, Sonia  likely 
to attend Didi’s 
oath ceremony

Sarbananda Sonowal 
to be Assam CM

Pinarayi Vijayan, 72, Will 
Be Kerala CM, Not VS, 92

Amma Meets TN Governor, 
Stakes Claim To Form Govt
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MUMBAI: Anurag Thakur 
was unanimously elected as 
the BCCI president, while 
Ajay Shirke was chosen as 
secretary in a smooth change 
of guard at a time when the 
world's richest Board is sailing 
through choppy waters.

The 41-year-old Thakur 
replaced Shashank Mano-
har who quit the position to 
take up the ICC chairman's 
job. The Maharashtra Cricket 
Association chief and busi-
ness magnate Shirke expect-
edly filled in the secretary's 
post which was left vacant 
by Thakur's resignation. Se-
nior BCCI vice-president CK 
Khanna chaired the Special 
General Meeting (SGM) and 
announced Thakur's name for 
the top job.

Manohar's exit from the top 
post barely seven months into 
his tenure had necessitated 
the election of the new chief of 
the world's richest and most 
powerful cricket body.

Thakur, who resigned as 
the secretary of the Board, got 
the signatures of all six east 
zone units in his BCCI presi-
dential nomination form, pav-
ing the way for his unanimous 
choice as the 34th President of 
the august cricket body.

In a show of solidarity on 
Saturday, all the six east units - 
Cricket Association of Bengal, 
Assam CA, Tripura CA, NCC 
and Jharkhand SCA - had 
signed his nomination papers 

even though the rules required 
only one unit to nominate the 
name of the presidential can-
didate. It was the East zone's 
turn this time.

Maharashtra Cricket As-
sociation chief and business 
magnate Ajay Shirke, who was 
top-contender for the post, 
has also been unanimously 
appointed as the secretary of 
the Board.

The BJP MP from Hamir-
pur in Himachal Pradesh will 
be taking over the reins of 
the embattled Board in rather 
tough times as the BCCI is 
facing heat from the Supreme 
Court to implement the Justice 
RM Lodha Committee's rec-
ommendations for sweeping 
reforms.

Thakur, incidentally, will 
go into the books as the first 
first-class cricketer to turn 
BCCI president after Raj Singh 
Dungarpur lay down office in 
1998-99.

Although cricket legend 

Sunil Gavaskar had held the 
post jointly with another Test 
cricketer Shivlal Yadav briefly, 
specifically in charge of IPL 
affairs, that had been done at 
the direction of the Supreme 
Court which ordered then 
President N Srinivasan to step 
aside in the wake of the 2013 
IPL betting and spot-fixing 
scandal.

While Dungarpur had 
played 86 first-class matches 
for Rajasthan and the then 
Madhya Bharat as a medium 
pacer and also claimed 206 
wickets, Thakur has represent-
ed HP in a lone Ranji Trophy 
game as a right-hand batsman 
and off break bowler in 2000-
11 season. Thakur is also the 
third person backed by East 
Zone to be elected to the top 
post during the 2014-1017 pe-
riod. Jagmohan Dalmiya, who 
was the consensus candidate 
after Srinivasan's exit, died in 
office last year and Manohar 
took over in October, 2015.

The symbol of enteral love and 
one of the wonders of World Taj 
Mahal is in danger. The danger is 
not visible and it is slowly decay-
ing the majestic monument. The 
stagnant water of Yamuna near 
the Taj Mahal has been its great-
est treat. Once the river has added 
glory to the beauty of the Taj Ma-
hal but now Swarms of bugs called 
Goeldichironomus are pervading 
the marble walls of the monu-
ment. The result of which greenish 
black patches are seen on the white 
walls.

According to a report, the rising 
pollution in Yamuna is the main 
reason for the rising bugs. The 
stagnant water has been reduced to 
a swamp with heavy algal growth 
and deposit of phosphorus from 
ash, which are the primary source 

of food for this particular species of 
insect.

However, the State Pollution 
Control Board, was not ready to 
admit that the Yamuna could be 
any threat to the World Heritage 
site. The Archaeological Survey of 

India (ASI) has shown concerned 
over the rising bugs but are help-
less in the case. The ASI cannot 
clean up the Yamuna as it now un-
der their jurisdiction.

The insect attack is largely 
concentrated within a radius of 
500 metres, including the back of 
the Taj, partially on the sides fac-
ing the Mosque and that of Meh-
maankhaana. A series of marble 
panels depicting plant motifs on 
the walls or reflective tiles used in 
this part of the monument are get-
ting disfigured by such bug related 
depositions.

The govt should be more show 
more aggressive steps to save the 
medieval white monument oth-
erwise it will be just in book that 
there was a white Taj Mahal in 
Agra. 

Majestic Taj Mahal in danger 
as Yamuna’s bug eating it up

Anurag Thakur unanimously elected as 
new BCCI president, Shirke is secretary

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s meetings with Chief 
Ministers of drought affected 
States for the past couple of 
weeks was reflected in his 
Mann Ki Baat address on ra-
dio, where he made a strong 
pitch for a mass movement to 
save forests and conserve “ev-
ery drop” of water during the 
monsoons.

“Most parts of the country 
are experiencing an intense heatwave. Be 
it humans, birds or animals, all are trou-
bled. It is only because of environment 
that such problems continue to increase. 
Depletion of forests has been going on, 
trees continue to be cut. In a way, human-
kind itself destroyed the environment 
and put has set itself on the path of de-
struction,” the Prime Minister said.

Modi mentioned the recent cases of 

forest fires in Uttarakhand, 
Himachal Pradesh and Jammu 
and Kashmir, and said the root 
cause of such incidents is that 
there are dry leaves and care-
lessness. “That is why, saving 
forests and conserving water 
becomes everybody’s respon-
sibility, we must save every 
drop of water this monsoon 
season, it is God’s Prasad 
[benediction],” Modi said.

The Prime Minsiter said he had de-
parted from past traditions of holding a 
common meeting with the Chief Minis-
ters and decided to meet them separately 
to give individual attention to each of 
them.

Permananent solution
“Whichever party may be in party in 

any State, it was emphasised that perma-

nent solutions are required to deal with 
this problem which has been going on 
long. The focus [of these meetings] was 
how to have lasting solutions,” Modi 
said.

The Prime Minister praised States such 
as Andhra Pradesh and Gujarat for inno-
vative efforts to save waters and water 
bodies.

Board exam results
Referring to the results of the CBSE 

board examinations declared recently, he 
urged parents to not pressurise their chil-
dren to get more and more marks.

“Dissatisfaction is a reflection of nega-
tive mindset, dissatisfaction can lead to 
failures. Accept hatever result has come, 
welcome it and move forward. Life does 
not stop because of bad marks. The most 
important thing is not to lose confidence,” 
the Prime Minister said.

Mann ki Baat: Conserve every water drop: PM

President Barack Obama has announced 
the US is fully lifting its embargo on sales 
of lethal weapons to Vietnam, its one-time 
enemy.

Speaking during a visit to communist 
Vietnam and talks with its leaders, Obama 
said the move removed a "lingering vestige 
of the Cold War".

He said both sides had "developed a 
level of trust and co-operation".

Obama's visit comes amid warming ties, 
as the US seeks to build its relationship with 
its Pacific allies.Vietnam had been arguing 
for an end to the arms embargo, which had 
been in place for decades. It was partially 
lifted in 2014.

Obama said it was "clear from this visit 
that both our peoples are eager for an even 
closer relationship".

His visit comes 41 years after the end of 
the Vietnam War in which the US sought 
to prevent a communist takeover of South 
Vietnam. Several million Vietnamese - ci-
vilians, communist fighters and South 
Vietnamese soldiers - were killed, as well 
as more than 58,000 US soldiers. By the end 
of the war in 1975, the communists had 
gained control of the entire country.

The lifting of the embargo is seen as al-
lowing Vietnam to bolster its defences at a 
time of territorial disputes with its neigh-
bour China, which was unhappy with a 
partial relaxation of the ban in 2014.

However, Obama said the lifting of the 
ban was not based on China but part of a 
long-term normalisation of ties with Viet-
nam. White House officials had indicated 
the ban would be lifted only if there was an 
improvement in human rights in Vietnam.

The BBC's Jonathan Head in Hanoi says 
that consideration appears to have been 
put aside and the lifting of the embargo is 
basically putting to bed all the lingering is-
sues from the Vietnam War.

Obama to lift US 
arms embargo 

on Vietnam
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New Delhi: Rashtrapati 
Bhavan has tied up with 
technology major IBM to 
develop the President's Es-
tate into a smart township. 
President Pranab Mukherjee 
on Thursday inaugrated an 
Intelligent Operations Centre 
(IOC) and launched a mobile 
app 'Monitor' which will use 
technology for effective use 
of water management sys-
tems, power, waste disposal 
and horticulture.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Mukherjee said, "The 
smart township can be a 
replicable model which can 
be adopted in other parts of 
the country through citizens' 
engagement, public and pri-
vate sector participation and 
deployment of intensive 
technologies.'' He said that 
Rashtrapati Bhavan was in 
the process of replicating its 
experience by applying and 
transferring knowledge and 
expertise to five villages in 
an adjoining state. "We will 
try to convert these villages 
into model smart villages 
by following a convergence 

model.
"We will facilitate the 

establishment of linkages 
between expert bodies, ad-
ministrative agencies and 
relevant state/ district level 
organizations. This will lead 
to the leveraging of different 
stakeholder expertise in find-
ing unique solutions to the 
varied problems at the vil-
lage level,'' he said.

On the occasion, secre-
tary to the President Omita 
Paul announced institution 
of awards to keep the Smart 
President's Estate a dynamic 
and inclusive platform.

NEW DELHI: The 
Delhi high court has 
held that in certain cases, 
mother's name is suffi-
cient for a child to apply 
for a passport , especially 
because a single woman 
can be a natural guardian 
as well as a parent.

Justice Manmohan 
earlier this week directed 
the Regional Passport Of-
fice to accept the applica-
tion form of the girl child 
of a single parent without 
insisting upon mention-
ing her father's name.

The court ruled that 
authorities "can insist 
upon the name of the bio-
logical father in the pass-
port only if it is a require-
ment in law, like standing 
instructions, manuals, 
etc. In the absence of any 
provision making it man-
datory to mention the 
name of one's biological 
father in the passport, the 
respondents cannot insist 
upon the same".

Justice Manmohan 
observed, "This court 
also takes judicial notice 
of the fact that families 
of single parents are on 

the increase due to vari-
ous reasons like unwed 
mothers, sex workers, 
surrogate mothers, rape 
survivors, children aban-
doned by father and also 
children born through 
IVF technology." He said 
just because the software 
of the passport office 
didn't accept a single 
parent's applications, it 
cannot become a legal re-
quirement.

The HC also pointed 
out that on two previ-
ous occasions, in 2005 
and 2011, the girl was is-
sued a passport without 
her father's name, which 
"makes it evident that the 
said requirement is not a 
legal necessity, but only 
a procedural formality, 
which cannot be the basis 
of rejecting her case".

The court saw merit 
in the argument of the 
petitioner that if the 
authorities didn't alter 
their stand, her daugh-
ter would be compelled 
"to alter not only her 
name, but also her iden-
tity that she had been 
using since her birth-i.e. 

as the daughter of the 
petitioner No.1 rather 
than her biological father 
who had abandoned her 
at the time of her birth". 
The father had refused to 
accept the child because 
he did not want a girl, the 
petition added.

 In her plea, the 
woman sought a reissue 
of her daughter's pass-
port without her father's 
name being mentioned 
in the application. She 
informed the HC that be-
ing a divorcee, she had 
raised the child as a sin-
gle parent since her birth 
after the biological father 
completely abdicated his 
responsibilities towards 
the child.

Saying she was forced 
to move court after pass-

port authorities insisted 
on the father's name, the 
woman argued it violated 
her daughter's rights to 
determine her name and 
identity. She also pointed 
out that the entire record 
of her daughter, includ-
ing her educational cer-
tificates and the Aadhaar 
card did not bear the 
name of her father.

Defending its format, 
the RPO said the comput-
erised passport applica-
tion form had a column 
with regard to father's 
name under the heading 
"family details". The gov-
ernment's lawyer said the 
format makes it compul-
sory for the girl appli-
cant to fill the form and 
mention these details. 
The RPO cited a clause 
in the rule book that said 
"parents' name not to be 
deleted from passport 
as a consequence of di-
vorce" and argued it is a 
well-recognised principle 
of law that the relation-
ship between parents and 
children does not get dis-
solved, except in cases of 
valid adoption.

New Delhi: Congress leader 
Digvijay Singh  called for "fresh 
ideas and fresh functioning style" 
to revive the party, a day after he 
pitched for a "major surgery" in 
the organisation in wake of as-
sembly poll defeats in Assam and 
Kerala and disappointing results 
in other states.

At the same time, the party 
general secretary vehemently re-
fused contentions that Congress 
is down in the dumps saying 
these are times when right wing 
has an attraction but the "cycle" 
will change.

"We are into a time, when the 
right wing has an attraction... It's 

a cycle," he said, adding that Con-
gress, which is left of the Cen-
tre, has undergone these cyclic 
changes in past as well.

Asked to explain his pitch for 
"major surgery", Singh said a 
number of reports to improve the 
state of affairs in the party were 
submitted to the leadership and 
it's time to implement those sug-
gestions.

He recalled that after the 2014 
general elections, a committee 
headed by A K Antony was set up 
to look into the issue (of Congress 
defeat). After discussions with 
leaders from states, it submitted 
a report.

"After that Rahul Gandhi dis-
cussed with every senior Con-
gress man, who has been influen-
tial in the Congress party in past 

and present. After that he asked 
party general secretaries to dis-
cuss with state leaders," Singh 
recalled saying that the general 
secretaries submitted a report on 
the suggestions received to Sonia 
Gandhiway back on February 28 
last year.

Noting that this particular 
proposal is already with the 
Congress President, Singh also 
recalled that there was a Future 
Challenges Group in 2005-06 un-
der the Chairmanship of M Veer-
appa Moily.

"So we have to look at the 
present scenario and also at what 
should be our organisational 

structure, our campaign strat-
egy, media strategy, role of social 
media, building leadership," he 
said. He said that he thinks that 
after the report was submitted, 
the Congress President and Vice 
President "must sort of take a de-
cision" and this is being discussed 
by all senior Congressmen.

"We have to think of fresh 
ideas, fresh campaign style and 
the fresh way of the functioning 
of Congress party... When I talk 
of major surgery, I mean some ac-
tion need to be taken as per the 
suggestion given to the Congress 
President. This is time to concre-
tise it," Singh said.

New Delhi: Delhi Metro Rail 
Corporation (DMRC) has made 
plans to generate 20MW of solar 
energy from the rooftops of its sta-
tions and office buildings by the 
end of 2017. While this is a frac-
tion of the total consumption of 
148MW, it is expected to take care 
of several power requirements at 
stations. DMRC will also be able 
to keep a tab in real time on how 
much solar energy its rooftop 
projects are generating, what is 
the consumption and how much 
excess solar energy is being sent 
to the grid through a web portal. 
It can also track the changes in 
generation due to weather con-
ditions. The web portal is one of 

DMRC's plans to expand its re-
newable energy generation over 
the next few years. Though the 
portal is for internal use now, it 
will be made public later, offi-
cials said. Officials at the national 
conference on 'Green Metro Sys-
tems' at Metro Bhawan on Friday 

said the stations are currently 
generating about 7MW. "About 
30-40% of our total operational 
expenditure is on power. There 
is enough reason for us to move 
to renewable energy. DMRC co-
nsumes about 3% of Delhi's total 
energy," said an official. The on-
ground stations can meet mo-st 
of their energy needs with solar, 
but the underground stations 
need about 1.2MW each for light-
ing and other needs.  Mangu 
Singh, DMRC's managing direc-
tor, stressed on the importance 
of adopting green technologies. 
"We are continuously striving to 
make Delhi Metro more energy 
efficient. 

New Delhi: Not all 
the 23 cities recently 
nominated by equal 
number of states for 
the smart city tag will 
make it to the list. The 

urban development 
ministry is set to an-
nounce about 14 win-
ners of the 'fast track 
competition' under 
the smart cities mis-

sion soon. "The gov-
ernment is set to an-
nounce another 13 to 
14 cities in a couple 
of days taking the 
total to 34 that will 
be financed in the 
first round under the 
smart city mission," 
Union urban devel-
opment minister M 
Venkaiah Naidu said 
at an event organised 
by industry body CII. 
The first list of 20 cit-
ies were announced in 
January this year and 
covered only 12 states 
and Union Territories.

Father’s name not needed 
for passport, Delhi HC says

Digvijay for fresh ideas, functioning style to revive Cong 

Rashtrapati 
Bhavan to turn 
into smart town

Metro to generate solar 
power from station rooftops

Only 14 of 23 cities 
will get smart city tag 
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Ameya Patkar, 17, Class 12 
student at PACE Junior Col-
lege, Thane, has been studying 
for the Maharashtra Common 
Entrance Test (MH-CET) for 
medicine for two years. This 
test is based on the state’s High-
er Secondary Certificate (HSC) 
board syllabus, which Patkar’s 
college also follows. On May 1, 
however, Patkar had to take the 
National Eligibility cum En-
trance test (NEET) because of a 
last-minute Supreme Court or-
der, which follows the Central 
Board of Secondary Education 
syllabus.

“I’m afraid the results won’t 
be good, because I didn’t have 
much time to prepare. I will 
have to take the exam again,” 
says Patkar, who has registered 
for the NEET Phase -2, sched-
uled on July 24.

Like Patkar, several medi-
cal aspirants from Maharashtra 
were left in lurch by the Su-
preme Court’s order on May 9, 

directing all states to follow the 
NEET for admission to medi-
cal colleges across the country. 
Following the order, the state’s 
CET was declared null and 
void for MBBS courses — for 
paramedical, pharmacy and 
other streams, CET scores will 
be accepted. MBBS and dentist-
ry aspirants, however, are now 
required to take the NEET.

In a recent development, 
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis is set to meet the Prime 
Minister, urging him to post-
pone NEET till next year for 
the convenience of the state 
students and admit students 
on the basis of MH-CET scores 
this year. However, since the 
NEET Phase -1 has already tak-
en place, it is unlikely that the 
exam will be pushed another 
year.  “It is impossible for the 
state board students to study 
for a national entrance exam 
with such short notice. I will 
have to now finish two years’ 

preparation in two months,” 
says Patkar.

Experts agree that the last-
minute change can affect the 
students’ scores as well as their 
prospects of gaining admission 
into a good medical college.

“The NEET is tilted towards 
CBSE students, so state board 
students will have to find ways 
to catch up. With little time in 
hand, they should mainly fo-
cus on thorough revision of 
the NCERT (CBSE) syllabus, 
and getting a better idea on the 
question style from the NEET’s 
Phase 1,” says Pravin Singhare, 
director of Directorate of Medi-
cal Education, Maharashtra.

“In the national exam, with 
fierce competition, students 
stand a 15% chance of get-
ting admission into a college 
of their choice. In state exams, 
this probability is 85%,” adds 
Shingare.

While the debate over the 
fairness of the order continues, 

here are some expert tips on 
how to give the exam your best 
shot, even if you are a student 
of the state board.

About 40% of the NEET 
exam is based on the Class 11 
syllabus, so students should 
focus on revising the chemis-
try, physics and biology text-
books,” says Chandan Dixit, 
vice-president-marketing at 
Rao Academy, a coaching cen-
tre that prepares student for 
medical and engineering en-
trance tests.

Students should also prac-
tice NEET sample papers and 
time themselves as they do. 
“Time management is key,” 
says Aakash Choudhary, head 
of Aakash Institute, a coaching 
class for the medical entrance 
test. “In physics, concentrate 
on mechanics, as 55% of the 
paper is focused on the subject. 
Prepare in a way that you have 
enough time to revise the syl-
labus one more time.”

The renewal of recog-
nition of more than 75% 
of private-run schools 
in Madhya Pradesh is 
under question as most 
of the institutes do not 
have qualified teachers.

The Right to Educa-
tion (RTE) Act norms 
states that a teacher has 
to have a bachelor of 
education (BEd) degree 
or a diploma in educa-
tion (DEd), depending 
on the classes in which 
they teach.

There more than 
20,000 private schools, 
including primary, mid-
dle and higher second-
ary schools in the state. 
Out of these at least 
15,000 schools do not 
have qualified teachers.

Schools have to apply 
for renewal of recogni-
tion every three years. 
Many of the schools’ rec-
ognition renewal appli-
cations are pending with 
the district education of-
fices as teachers are not 

qualified.
A number of district 

education officers have 
also asked for the advice 
of Rajya Shiksha Ken-
dra.

New applications for 
recognition of a number 
of schools are also not 
being accepted as the 
RTE norms clearly state 
that private school teach-
ers have to be qualified.

Rajya Shiksha Kendra 
has written a letter to the 
Centre requesting for an 
extension of the dead-
line.

An official, who did 
not wish to be named, 
told Hindustan Times, 
“We have requested the 
Centre to give the teach-
ers time until 2018, and 
if recognitions of schools 
are cancelled then 75 – 
80% of private schools in 
the state will be closed as 
there are many teachers 
who have not been able 
to complete their diplo-
ma or degree.”

DEHRADUN: Stu-
dents with duct tape 
on their mouths and 
placards in hand sat 
outside the administra-
tive block at Doon Uni-
versity here, protesting 
against curbs on their 
"freedom of speech" on 
the fourth consecutive 
day. Some students car-
ried their books along 
and were seen study-
ing during the sit-in 
at the university's Ke-
darpur campus.  The 
protests continued on 
Thursday, a day after 
vice-chancellor V K 
Jain said that the uni-
versity authorities were 
"open to reviewing and 
examining" the provi-
sions in the prospectus 
which students find 
harsh. The students 
have been protesting 
against some provi-
sions in the Students' 
Discipline and Con-

duct Rules' mentioned 
in this year's prospec-
tus that bar them from 
participating in dem-
onstrations, hunger 
strikes, or raising slo-
gans. Navneet Rajou-
ria, a PhD student en-
rolled in the economics 
course, said, "The vice-
chancellor is on leave 
and some university 
officials are trying to 
suppress our agitation. 
This is why we pro-
tested today with tapes 
on our mouths to show 
that we have no right 
to say anything here." 
He added that students 
will be starting a signa-
ture campaign to gar-
ner more support for 

their cause.
The students said 

that they would con-
tinue their agitation 
as the university is yet 
to give a response on 
whether it would be 
revoking the rules. "We 
have written down our 
demands and handed 
them to the university 
authorities but we are 
yet to get a response. 

We have also de-
manded that elections 
for the students' union 
be held within 40 days 
of the new semester 
that begins in July," 
said Mohit Pandey, a 
student. The univer-
sity authorities are also 
awaiting the return 
of the VC, who is cur-
rently in New Delhi. 
"We are considering 
the demands put forth 
by the students and 
action will be taken in 
due course of time. 

NEW DELHI: Taking cue from the 
HRD ministry's recent move of issuing 
rankings of Indian universities and the 
country's engineering, management and 
pharmaceutical institutes, the agriculture 
ministry has decided to exclusively rank 
73 agricultural universities. 

The National Academy of Agricultural 
Sciences (NAAS), given the responsibility 
to develop evaluation methodology, has 
prepared a ranking framework and the 
ministry will soon ask the universities to 
participate in the process. 

Technology transfer to farmers, in-
crease in agricultural growth in the area 
of jurisdiction of the university, quality 
inputs (seed, semen and planting materi-
als) supplied by the universities, teaching 
and research impact and research excel-
lence will be among the key parameters 
to evaluate the agriculture universities in 
the country. 

The minister of state for agriculture, 
Sanjeev Kumar Balyan, had recently held 
a meeting of the committee that identified 
indicators for measuring the quality and 
performance of the agricultural universi-
ties and finalised the details for inviting 
application from participants. The entire 
ranking project is being handled by Ba-
lyan in the ministry. 

"Once the Union agriculture minister 
Radha Mohan Singh approves it, the min-
istry will hopefully announce the move 
next week", said an official. 

Interestingly, the opinion of award 
winning and progressive farmers will also 
be taken into consideration while ranking 
the agricultural universities. Such farm-
ers are identified and awarded every year 
by the Indian Council of Agricultural Re-
search (ICAR) and the ministry. 

Their views will be taken as part of the 
confidential survey of stakeholders' per-
ception, having weightage of seven out 
of total 100 marks. Retired faculty mem-
bers of the universities and their alumni, 
based in India or abroad, will also free to 
give their opinion in this survey. 

Broadly, it has been decided to assign 
35 marks to 'teaching outcome and facil-
ity' followed by 33 marks to 'research', 20 
to 'extension' (technologies transferred 
to farmers - the lab to land activity), 7 to 
stakeholders' perception and 5 to linkages 
(inter-institutional collaborative projects 
and partnership with private sector R&D 
institutions and impact).

Under the 'teaching outcome and fa-
cility', marks will also be awarded to the 
universities having good digital connec-
tivity.

 "The final ranking will be done on the 
basis of the marks obtained by the partici-
pating universities. Idea is to ask all the 
73 agricultural universities to participate 
in it", said the

Tips for NEET-2: Keep calm, revise 
Class 11 syllabus, numericals 

Now, Centre 
to rank 73 

agricultural 
universities

Recognition of 75 % private 
schools in MP under ‘threat’

Protests continue to 
rattle Doon University

President Pranab 
Mukherjee has sought 
legal advice on the or-
dinance to keep State 
boards out of the ambit of 
uniform medical entrance 
examination, NEET, for 
this year.

The President is seek-
ing clarification on the or-
dinance, official sources 
said, adding he is consult-
ing in house legal experts 
on certain questions. The 
ordinance, cleared by the 
Union Cabinet on Friday, 
is aimed at “partially” 

overturning a Supreme 
Court verdict, which said 
all government colleges, 
deemed universities and 
private medical colleges 
would be covered under 
NEET. Clarifying that the 
exemption is only for the 
State government seats, 
government sources 
had said that State seats 
which are earmarked in 
the private medical col-
leges have also been ex-
empted. Different States 
earmark anything be-
tween 12to 15 per cent 

seats in various private 
medical colleges for State 
quota so that students 
from one State can get 
seat in another State.

The remaining seats 
in such colleges are re-
served for domicile stu-
dents. Now with this 
ordinance, the remaining 
seats meant for domicile 
students will come under 
NEET.

More than 15 States 
were opposed to NEET 
and had raised issues like 
different syllabus and 

languages during the re-
cent State Health Minis-
ters’ meeting.

The next phase of the 
exam is scheduled for 
July 24, 2016. 

Nearly 6.5 lakh stu-
dents have already taken 
the medical entrance test 
in the first phase of NEET 
held on May 1, 2016. 
Once the ordinance is is-
sued, students of State 
government boards will 
not have to sit for NEET 
on July 24, 2016. They, 
however, will have to be-

come part of the uniform 
entrance exam from next 
academic session, gov-
ernment sources said.

The exam will be ap-
plicable for those apply-
ing for Central govern-
ment and private medical 
colleges. They said the 
students affiliated to State 
boards will find it tough 
to appear for the uniform 
test as early as July and 
such students will be at 
a loss compared to those 
who have followed the 
central board.

Prez seeks legal advice on NEET Ordinance
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Indian Media Welfare Association 
(IMWA) organised the much awaited 
journalist awards 2016, the chief guest of 
the program is the India’s minority affairs 
minister Najma Heptullah. The president 
Rajiv Nishaana IMWA awarded the coun-
try’s hardworking journalist. 

IMWA the 5th National Award for 
Best Anchor in the media (Women) An-
jana Om Kashyap, Best National anchor 
(Male) Dinesh Gautam Live India, Prabhu 
Chawla, received the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award. Adesh Sharma (Best senior 
video journalist)

Indian Media Welfare 
Association organised 

5th IMWA Awards 2016

Bollywood star Govinda shake his legs at 
the 7th Edition of  Param Shree Award-2016 
where hundreds of audience jumped on 
the floor of  Pyarelal Bhavan auditorium. In 
the Indian traditional style, the Media Ex-
cellence Award inaugurated with the light-
ing of lamp by Dr. Karan Singh (MP Rajya 
Sabha) along with VK Sharma (President) 
All Journalists Association & organizer of 
the event along with GVG Krishan Mur-
thy (Ex.Chief Election Commissioner of 

India ), TV & Film Star Gajendra Chauhan 
(Chairman of Film &Television Institute of 
India, Pune) Tabla Master Surinder Singh, 
Media Guru  Sandeep Marwah – Founder 
AAFT,  Ambassador of Romania H.E. Radu 
Dobre , N.P. Singh (D.M . Noida), Punjabi 
Singer Shankar Shawney, I.B.Shukla(Rtd.
IPS) Rajinder Sagar DCP-North East, Major 
General JP Singh, Shrivardhan Trivedi-ABP 
News. Adesh Sharma (Best senior video 
journalist)

Govinda at 7th edition of 
Param Shree awards-2016
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The sharpest observation after the five state elections 
has come from Mamata Banerjee. “Rahul Gandhi is a Nar-
endra Modi asset.” Sonia Gandhi and Rahul had mounted 
a bitter attack on Mamata during the campaign in West 
Bengal. Against this background, would she ever shake 
hands with the Congress?  The implication of what Ma-
mata said is that Rahul, and the Congress by extension, 
are a requirement of Modi. They, and they alone, must be 
the counterpoint for the musical score the BJP is compos-
ing. In fact this composition has been underway well be-
fore the May 2014 general election which brought Modi 
to power. The entire Indian establishment, CII, FICCI, the 
electronic media, press - everybody was chatting up Rahul 
to stand in opposition to Modi. He was cajoled, paraded 
on the stage. Anchors implored him to debate Modi on 
live TV. As it is, Modi’s 2014 victory was because of the 
universal disgust with Sonia, Rahul and Manmohan Singh 
which was harvested by the world’s most expensive elec-
tion campaign. BJP think tanks now divined that Modi will 
continue to look good so long as Rahul is projected as the 
alternative. And Mamata has quickly noticed it. So, Rahul 
must remain in play to benefit Modi. Instead of admitting 
that Rahul is something of a non starter, his coterie keeps 
making excuses: his take off had been delayed because Ra-
hul wanted to raise the party from scratch. He is teeming 
with ideas, say Motilal Vohra, Janardan Dwivedi, Ghulam 
Nabi Azad, Anand Sharma. Only, Ahmad Patel sees au-
thority resident elsewhere: “let’s ask Madame.” No one 
is willing to concede that Rahul simply doesn’t fizz. Af-
ter P.V. Narasimha Rao brought the Congress tally down 
to 140 seats in 1996, Sitaram Kesri as Congress President 
raised it by one to 141, but the next year Sonia plummeted: 
114 seats. Electorally, the mother and son combination has 
done the party no good. So many of the party’s wounds are 
self inflicted. Take the tamasha in Assam. If Sonia Gandhi 
can dig her heals in for her son, who can blame 81-year-
old Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi dream dreams for his son, 
Gaurav Gogoi? Why can’t he be the next Chief Minister. 
Himanta Biswa Sarma was to Gogoi what Amit Shah is 
to Modi. He was miffed at Gogoi’s brazen nepotism, of 
course. But Rahul has had a role in driving Sarma away. 
Sarma describes a meeting with Rahul. “He is arrogant 
and likes to behave like a master with his servants.” It is 
universally acknowledged, an angry Sarma has brought 
down the Congress citadel in Assam. True, the BJP now is 
in power in two frontline states - Jammu and Kashmir and 
Assam. But circumstances impose a certain moderation in 
both situations. It cannot permit communal excesses and 
live comfortably with Mehbooba Mufti in Srinagar. Nor 
can it put on war paint against Bangladeshis in Assam at 
the same time as it is having exceptionally good relations 
with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in Dhaka. An atmo-
sphere of moderation induces other steps. The BJP fields 
nine Muslim candidates of whom one has survived the 
fray. What if he becomes a minister? Badruddin Ajmal of 
the AIUDF would be a worried man on that count? And 
now the imminence of Congress collapse is causing inter-
esting political shifts elsewhere. In Kerala, Muslims have 
veered away from the Congress and Muslim League. They 
have voted in large numbers for the Left Front. This is 
welcome. There are other lessons in these elections. The 
Indian ruling class has long deluded itself that the coun-
try had a durable two-party system. In a multi-ethnic, 
multi-religious country where every currency note has to 
indicate denominations in at least 17 languages, to aim for 
such a system will, in the long run, prove illusory. A du-
rable system of coalitions will surely evolve. The five state 
elections have, after all, produced five results. A contest 
is on between two ideas of India - a federal India and a 
unitary one. Establishments, of which the media is a part, 
are generally more comfortable with two national party 
systems, in bad odour though they be globally. They have 
since the 90s, bred crony capitalism and corruption. Elec-
toral changes sweeping the world are on that count. That 
is why Mamata’s is an astute observation. By describing 
Rahul as a Modi asset, she is debunking the illusory two-
party system at the Centre. Yes, two-party systems will be 
the order in the states. Come 2019, leaders like her, from 
the regions, will shape the power structure in New 
Delhi. The days of two-party compact, above 
the regional satraps, may be coming to an 
end. Parties with national pretensions 
must quickly find lasting partners in the 
states, not one night stands like the Left 
and the Cong had in West Bengal.

Is Rahul really a Modi  
asset as Mamata believes?  

Editor 
Rajesh Chauhan 
rajeshchauhan@divyadelhi.com

Consultant Editor
Hardeep Singh Bedi
journalist001@gmail.com

Advertisment
Miss Radhika
khajuraopr.ads@gmail.com

Layout & Design
Dheeraj Mishra
dheerajmishra011@gmail.com

Printed, Published and 
Owned by Rajesh Chauhan, 
Published at BG-6/305B, Pa-
shchim Vihar, Delhi-110063. 
Printed at BB Graphic Printer, 
Z-57, Okhla Industrial Area, 
Phase II, New Delhi-110020.
RNI NO.-DELENG/2013/54397

Against the backdrop 
of low demand and slow 
home sales, Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) Governor 
Raghuram Rajan's plea to 
real estate developers to 
"adjust" their prices to en-
courage buying was met 
with a refrain: There is no 
scope to cut prices, which 
have already undergone 
correction.

That leaves home buy-
ers and investors with a 
searching question - are 
we at the bottom of price 
correction and will prices 
go upward in the coming 
months?

It is not for the first 
time that the cash-
strapped real estate de-
velopers have been asked 
to reduce prices to push 
up sales and cut huge in-
ventory of unsold homes, 
which, at the current rate 
of absorption, will take 
on an average 36 months 
to clear. 

It may be recalled that 
in 2014 , Irfan Razack, 
the chairman of CREDAI 
(Confederation of Real 
Estate Developers As-
sociations of India), an 
apex body of developers, 
immediately after tak-
ing over, had called for 
price reduction that went 
unheeded. And today, 
the same CREDAI has 
ruled out price cuts, say-
ing that 90 percent of the 
country's real estate stock 
has already seen a cor-
rection of 20-30 percent 
and there's no scope for 
further cuts as it would 

lead to NPAs and non-
delivery of projects. 

Realty experts like 
Devina Ghildial, MD, 
South Asia, RICS, also 
believe that the market 
has already seen distress 
sales, discounts in the 
secondary market and 
correction to some extent 
and any further down-
turn could adversely im-
pact the sector. 

But today, financially 
distressed developers 
have a compelling reason 
to boost sales to generate 
revenues and stay afloat. 
And experts like Farook 
Mahmood, chairman of 
Silverline Realty, a lead-
ing brokerage firm, be-
lieve that each developer 
has a certain cost attached 
to each project and some 
of this can be brought 
down. He believes de-
velopers understand well 
that going forward when 
the real estate regulation 
comes into force, they 
will find the going all the 
more tough if they don't 
improve their financial 
position now.

Even Pankaj Kapoor, 
MD of property research 
firm Liases Foras, thinks 
that developers can come 
up with productive pric-
ing and offer affordable 
units, the lack of which is 
holding them from realis-
ing the housing demand, 
provided there is ad-
equate support from the 
government.

Though some devel-
opers are offering price 

discounts behind closed 
doors, yet the majority of 
them refrain from direct 
price cuts as this sends 
a negative signal to the 
market. Rather, they pre-
fer to provide indirect 
benefits to buyers in the 
form of EMIs, car park-
ing, club facilities, regis-
tration and maintenance 
fee waivers, besides offer-
ing free modular kitch-
ens, home automation, 
home furnishing, air con-
ditioners, car and holiday 
package and the like.

In order to provide 
relief to home buyers, de-
velopers are also adopting 
the marketing strategy of 
lowering prices for new 
launches. Average launch 
prices have declined 
across major cities, mak-
ing new homes cheaper 
than those launched 1-2 
years ago. 

Mumbai has witnessed 
highest (36 percent) drop 
in launch prices in Q 1 of 
2016 compared to same 
period in 2014, followed 
by Pune (25 percent), 
Kolkata (5 percent) and 
NCR (two percent). Also, 
more than one-third of 
new launches (register-
ing 26 percent increase in 
this quarter) are in the af-
fordable segment. Yet an-
other strategy adopted by 
the distressed builders is 
outsourcing their projects 
to big and reputed build-
ers like Godrej, Tata, Ma-
hindra, L&T and DLF, as 
also to fund houses and 
development manage-

ment firms to execute and 
fastrack their projects.

This three-pronged 
marketing strategy by 
developers has paid 
dividend in the form 
of increased sales of six 
percent in the January-
March quarter of 2016, 
compared to same period 
a year ago. In fact, the last 
one year has turned the 
market end-user driven.

According to real es-
tate transaction portal 
PropTiger, buyers are to-
day more price- sensitive 
as 97 percent home sales 
are attributed to end-
users, compared to 77 
percent in the April-June 
period in 2015. 

The last one year also 
witnessed the rising sale 
of affordable homes. Li-
ases Foras says the sale of 
apartments priced under 
Rs.25 lakh increased 46 
percent. A recent HDFC 
study has also estab-
lished that sharper in-
crease in income levels 
compared with housing 
prices, together with af-
fordable interest rates, 
has brought down the 
affordability ratio to 4.1 
percent, below the previ-
ous all-time low of 4.3 pc 
in 2004. The reducing gap 
between pricing of apart-
ments and affordability 
has boosted buyer senti-
ment, fuelled home sales 
and even contributed to 
a moderate price rise. 
Home sales have grown 
for the second straight 
quarter. 

About 350 people die every day 
on India’s roads - more than any 
other country - with those under 
18 and two-wheeler riders most 
vulnerable, according to various 
data.

An Airbus A-320 carries rough-
ly 180 passengers, so the daily 
death toll on India’s roads is almost 
double that figure. “If (two) planes 
full of people crashed every day, 
wouldn’t the situation get more 
attention,” asked Piyush Tiwari, 
founder and president of Save 
LIFE, an advocacy that has used 
Right-To-Information queries to 
disaggregate traffic-death data.

Indians under 18 years consti-
tute 11.93 percent of traffic fatali-
ties, according to a 2014 Save LIFE 
RTI query. The toll primarily stems 
from rash driving, below-global-
standards roads and a shunning 
of safety - either deliberately or 
through ignorance.

It was in February that union 
Road Transport Minister Ni-
tin Gadkari told parliament that 
130,000 people die in 500,000 mis-
haps on Indian roads.

In 2015, a World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) study said India did 
not meet international standards 
of road safety, the areas of vulner-
ability being over-speeding, not 

using helmets, not using or misus-
ing seat-belts (mandatory for the 
last 28 years) and the lack of child 
restraints.

The study rated India’s enforce-
ments in these critical areas as 4/10. 
“Even those who strap themselves 
in when seated in front often are 
not concerned when seat belts 
are not used by passengers at the 
back,” said Tiwari. “They over-
look the fact that in case of an ac-
cident, people in the back seat are 
often deadly projectiles, hitting 
the windshield and harming those 
strapped in front too.”

Children suffer most in acci-
dents, holding baby in arms is un-
safe

A year-old baby was cradled in 
its mother’s arms, as most babies 
travelling in Indian cars are. When 
the driver slammed on the brakes, 
the child flew out of the window 
and died instantly.

Mohammed Imran narrated 
the death of a relative’s child to il-
lustrate the widespread ignorance 
across India about using a car seat 
for children.

“While it’s true that a car seat 
is expensive, (a basic model can 
cost Rs.4,000, most are imported), 
I always feel that money is not the 
issue here,” said Imran, founder 

of the Safe Road Foundation, an 
advocacy. “When you can afford a 
car, why not a car seat?”

Car seats, he said, are not 
enough. You must know how 
to use one. For instance, infants 
should use rear-facing infant seats, 
toddlers front-facing seats and old-
er children booster seats.

Home sales to gain momentum 
with prices firming up

Death on India’s roads-same as 2 daily plane crashes
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 You may get an offer to act Mini-
CEO, Mini-COO or Mini- General 
Manager at your organisation, this 
year, if your boss is happy with your 
work. Companies are increasingly re-
warding top-performers with shadow 
positions -- under which a young can-
didate enjoys autonomy over hun-
dreds of employees and controls own 
space to make the business grow.

With an objective to build a talent 
pipeline for future leaders companies 
including Infosys, TCS, MTS India, 
HCL Technologies, Godrej and RPG 
Group among many others are offer-
ing shadow positions for top roles to 
extra ordinary-performers. MTS In-
dia, the mobile telecom service brand 
of Sistema Shyam TeleServices, selects 
candidates for critical positions such as 
– head of department (HOD) or chief 
operating officer (COO) -- where they 
cross check the core competency and 
leadership attributes of candidate af-
ter putting them under “acting for the 
role” positions for three to six months. 
“In the last 2 years we have moved 

more than 40 employees internally to 
take on higher roles. The total percent-
age of positions closed through inter-
nal talent mobility was 65% of overall 
hiring done at senior level,” said Tarun 
Katyal, chief human resource officer 
at MTS India. Companies offer a cer-
tain percentage of hike, about 30%, on 
their current CTC, during acting roles. 
However, upon successful completion 
of the tenure, they offer the hike on 
the CTC following the market bench-
mark for the position and the current 

percentile positioning, companies 
claim. The idea is to retain and elevate 
youngsters in 30’s to handle top level 
positions at the company’s primary 
projects. “Firms like Infosys and TCS 
have been emphasizing and putting 
plans in place to address how employ-
ees yearn to take up entrepreneurial 
roles to woo talent that flock to start 
ups in hopes of going big and getting 
there fast,” said Sanjay Joshi, Asia 
Business Head at ZS Associates, US 
based human resource consultancy. 
“Every organisation needs leaders... 
Internally, we have also come up with 
the concept in which potential lead-
ers are assigned leadership roles and 
oversee the operations of the people 
under them with almost 300 employ-
ees reporting to them.”

The concept is the key to the future 
leadership roles at Infosys, explained 
company’s HR head, Richard Lobo. 
“We identify the potential of employee 
and then throw him or her in challeng-
ing assignment... focus is on develop-
ing the next set of leaders.”

The Indian 
subsidiary of UK 
banking major 
HSBC said it will 
reduce the number 
of branches in the 
country by almost 
half, a move that 
could result in job 
deployments for employ-
ees. HSBC India, one of the 
oldest foreign banks to set 
up shop in the country — it 
established here in 1853 — 
said it was cutting its retail 
branch network in the coun-
try from 50 branches in 29 
cities, to 26 branches across 
14 cities, due to “changes in 
customer behaviour, who 
are increasingly using digi-
tal channels for their bank-
ing needs.”

The exercise fol-
lows a strategic re-
view of HSBC India’s 
retail banking and 
wealth management 
business (RBWM). 
The bank shut down 
its private banking 
business in the coun-

try last year. “Customer ex-
pectations are changing rap-
idly and we need to adapt 
accordingly,” said Stuart P 
Milne, group general man-
ager and CEO, HSBC India. 
“India is a priority market 
for HSBC and we will con-
tinue to invest to achieve 
sustainable growth.”

While Milne did not 
comment on the job losses, 
a HSBC India spokesperson 
said: “A key priority is the 

fair treatment of our staff 
and we will do everything 
we can to assist affected 
employees during this busi-
ness transition. Re-deploy-
ment opportunities would 
be accorded to the affected 
employees.”

The cutting of the branch 
network will take place in a 
phased manner and HSBC 
said it does not expect any 
additional branch con-
solidation beyond that an-
nounced on Thursday.

Reaffirming India’s im-
portance, HSBC said the 
country is a priority market 
and was the fourth larg-
est contributor to HSBC 
Group, with profit before 
tax of $606 million for cal-
endar year 2015.

Chinese multinational conglomerate, Tiens 
Group, is set to launch an e-commerce portal in 
India, where it would sell speciality products from 
119 countries.

The list includes apples from China, ayurvedic 
products from India, Bordeaux wine from France, 
aloe vera products from South Africa, and coffee 
beans and Rooi Bos tea leaves from Africa.

“We will bring about 3,000 products, on a web-
site named ‘Tiens Legion’. The website will go live 
in second half of the year which will sell products 
at discounted or affordable price,” Kevin Hou, 
president, Tiens South Asia Region said. Howev-
er, the company did not share specifics related to 
catalogue and pricing.

According to estimates by Morgan Stanley, Flip-
kart, Snapdeal and Amazon dominated the Indian 
e-commerce market in 2015 with a combined share 
of 83 per cent.

In 2015, Flipkart, including Myntra, led the 
e-commerce market with a 45 per cent share, fol-
lowed by Snapdeal at 26 per cent and Amazon In-
dia at 12 per cent, according to estimates by Mor-
gan Stanley.

The Indian e-commerce market is estimated to 
touch $119 billion (Rs8 lakh crore) by 2020.

Moreover, Tiens will also set to expand its pres-
ence in direct selling business to compete with US-
based Amway and Swedish firm Oriflame. “We 
already operate in the direct selling space with 
much larger product catalogues and segments that 
Amway and Oriflame. But now, we plan to grow 
stronger. The company’s total user base in India is 
currently 2 million. We plan to take this to 10 mil-
lion in the next five years,” Hou said.

The company has already opened its South 
Asian headquarters in Delhi. “We have increased 
our focus on the Indian market. The idea is to be-
come a top multinational operating in India by 
sales and social contribution in next five years,” he 
added. While company refused to share its turn-
over, Li Jinyuan, founder of Tiens, was ranked as 
the 24th richest person in China with an estimated 
wealth of $1.2 billion by Forbes.

MUMBAI: Tightening the 
rules governing issuance of 
participatory notes (P-Notes) 
by foreign portfolio inves-
tors (FPIs), markets regulator 
Sebi on Thursday introduced 
Know Your Client (KYC) 
compliance for holders of 
these instruments to bring 
them on a par with domestic 
investors. What's more, it has 
also sought information on 
the ultimate beneficiaries of 
these products. These moves 
seek to restrict entry of black 
money into the Indian mar-
ket. P-Notes are derivative 
products issued by FPIs in 
foreign markets which give 
their holders the right to 
have a share of the profit and 
loss from underlying Indian 
stocks but at the same time 
help maintain anonymity 
about the actual owners of 
those notes.

In another decision, Sebi 

also said that the top 500 
listed companies by market 
capitalization will formulate 
a dividend policy, which will 
help investors take a better 
decision while investing in 
the stocks of these compa-
nies.  These changes came 
within two weeks of the gov-
ernment changing the tax 
treaty with Mauritius, aimed 
mainly at curbing tax eva-
sion, round-tripping (Indian 
investors using circuitous 
foreign routes to invest in 
India for better post-tax re-
turns) and other illegal mon-
etary benefits. Sebi's decision 
on P-Notes, also called over-
seas derivative instruments 
(ODIs), came on the lines of 
recommendations by a spe-
cial investigation team on 
black money that was set up 
by the Supreme Court.

Among the changes to 
rules, Sebi said, "The KYC/

AML (anti-money launder-
ing) norms applicable to ODI 
issuers will be the same as 
that for all other domestic 
investors." Currently, P-Note 
investors do not need to 
present proofs of residence 
and identity while investing 
in these instruments. In case 
such ODIs are transferred, the 
issuer should give the com-
plete trail of such transfers 
and "these can be made avail-
able to Sebi on demand," a re-
lease from the regulator said. 
An FPI can issue P-Notes on 
any company (for instance 
Infosys) listed in India to an 
investor in Mauritius with-
out revealing the names of 
the investor. For long, the 
government, regulator and 
investigative agencies had 
suspected entry of suspect 
funds into the Indian market 
through the P-Note route. 
This has led Sebi to tighten 

the rules governing P-Notes, 
including disclosures about 
ownership and adherence of 
anti-money laundering rules. 
Whenever the market regula-
tor had sought to tighten the 
noose around P-Notes in the 
past, the markets have taken 
a huge beating. According 
to Suresh Swamy, partner, 
financial services, PwC, the 
changes in ODI rules will in-
crease the cost of compliance 
for the issuers. Also, "this 
will put an onerous compli-
ance burden on the issuers", 
he said.

Market players also said 
these changes could lead 
to some selling by FPIs, es-
pecially of those stocks on 
which ODIs have been is-
sued. "Some FPIs may also 
find it uncomfortable to ad-
here to the new rules," an 
institutional dealer with a 
broking house said.

Be a boss: Companies offer ‘acting 
CEO’ positions to top performers

China’s Tiens joins  
Indian e-com with goods 

from 119 countries

Sebi tightens norms to curb black money inflow

HSBC to slash branches in  
India by half, reshuffle to follow 
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Eleven couples took their marriage 
vows during a mass wedding ceremony 
organised on the premises of Palace of 
Dreams Banquet. 

All the couples belonged to financially 
backward families. Organisers of the 

event, Sri Satguru Sainath Seva Samiti a 
city-based NGO, had conducted aware-
ness campaigns in all districts to encour-
age prospective brides and grooms to 
participate in the ceremony. The NGO 
which is after so many things has shown 

their tremendous efforts 
and are also looking for-
ward to achieve many 
more milestones just for 
the betterment of the so-
ciety. Sri Satguru Sainath 
Seva Samiti is here to stay. 
Sarvadharrm Kalyan Ekta 
Nyay Manch an NGO, also 
contributed towards it.

Apart from family mem-
bers of the couples, people 
in large number congregat-
ed at the venue to witness 
the ceremony. 

Home accessories needed to start a 
new life, such as double beds, Wardrobe, 
dressing table, mattress, quilt, trunk, 
sewing machine, fan and provided many 
other things which is needed to begin 
life’s new innings. Bride and groom were 
given saris, suits, 
clothes were also 
given. 

Rajesh Chauhan 
(Secretary), Yogesh 
Dhiman, Suresh 
Yadav, Dinesh Ba-
tra, Rajeev Khetra 
Pal, Krishan Gujral, 
Sheetal Khanna, 
Karan Gujral, Pa-
ras Pahwa, Sanjay 
Oberei, Shiv Thakur, 
Amrit, Vikash Cha-
nana, Gulshan, Man-

ish Pandey, Jitendra Sharma, Nikhil 
Saini, Sapna Chaudhary, V.K. Sharma, 
Ajay Shastri, Sujan Singh, Nafe, Subash 
Vyas, Rashid Chaudhari and Muzaffer 
Shakuri, with there presence made the 
mass wedding a memorable one. 

11 couples tie knot in mass wedding


